
LASER CLASS ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES

Held at Defence Yacht Club, Simonstown on 19th April 2014 at 13h30

1. Minutes of the meeting held on 23  rd   September 2013 at Aeolians Yacht Club, Vaaldam

These were taken as read. It was proposed that the minutes be adopted by Peter Clayton and seconded by Brett
Clarke.

2. Accounts of the  part year ended 31  st   March 2014

The accounts  were  tabled and it  was  pointed  out  to  the  meeting  that  due  to  the deterioration of  the Rand
exchange rate and the funding assistance being given to four 4.7 sailors to attend the African Championships that
we would be running at an estimated loss of around R16 000 for the year. It was proposed that the subscriptions
be increased to R220. This motion and the accounts to the 31st March were adopted by the meeting. It was also
agreed that the committee should continue to assist with funding for international events - particularly youths. 

3. Chairman’s report

The Chairman reported that it had been a short six months since the last AGM and that the 4.7’s had shown good
growth across most regions. West Cape, East Cape and NorthVaal had shown steady numbers sailing at major
events but KZN had shown an initial decrease. Subsequently the KZN numbers were again on the increase due to
continued efforts by the local representative. Membership of the Class was similar to the previous year and the
entry for the Nationals of 57 boats was encouraging and indicated a good future for the class.

4. Future Nationals

2015  Laser  Nationals  will  be  held  in  KZN.  Kevin  Bingham  indicated  that  although  he  was  not  the  KZN
representative, he understood that they were planned for offshore Durban around Easter. It was pointed out that
this would clash with other events and it was suggested that the weekend of the 24 th April or 1st May would be
better options.

There was discussion regarding the recent publication of the SAS pathway classes and the proposal to split the
Laser Youth Nationals from the all class Youth Nationals. There was overwhelming support from the members that
the Laser Youth event should coincide with the all class Youth Nationals planned for Vaaldam in December. It was
also recommended that any SAS selections for National teams should, as far as possible, coincide with major
Laser events.

5. Election of Committee

The following members were duly nominated, seconded and elected to the committee for the following year.
Chairman Peter Clayton
Treasurer Ron Keytel
Secretary & Measurer Alan Keen
Western Cape & Vice Chair Alistair Keytel 
Eastern Cape Malcolm Osborne
KZN Campbell Alexander
Northvaal Peter Clayton
Ladies Representative Shelley Nel
Youth Representative Rudolph Holm

6 General

1. The Chairman thanked Shellee Nel for organizing the team to attend the Laser 4.7 African Championships.

2. Rudolph Holm gave the meeting a short run down on the training that he had been conducting with Steff
Marcia  and  Rudi  McNeil  over  the  past  6  months,  culminating  in  Steff  attending  the  Palma  regatta  and
spending the next 6 months in Europe competing in at least 4 more events and training camps which were
part of the ISAF Emerging Nations Programme. Rudi was entered to sail in the ISAF Worlds in Santander in
September and Rudi and Rudolph had also applied for entries.

3. Rudolph also provided information regarding the SAS owned Lasers that he had been asked to take over. It
was recommended that the 5 boats be split 3/2 between the WC and KZN, and that he would take this up with
SAS. 



4. In response to a query the Chairman confirmed that Andre Wolheim was assisting with the import of 10 new
boats via the agent Garden Route Sailing for a price of around R90 000. Those who were interested should
contact Andre and further information was available on the internet. The Chairman also confirmed that the
Laser Association was not involved with this scheme.

5.  It  was suggested that training be given by Steff Marcia to other sailors on his return from his European

campaign. It was noted that his funding was conditional on this happening

The meeting was closed at 14h29.

Attendance: 32 members as per below
Peter Clayton (in the chair)
Alan Keen
Michael Caroline
Ken Holliday
John-Marc Olivier
Rudolph Holm
Michelle van der Walt
Georgou Divaris
Sam Lombard
Brett Clark
Nathan Page
James Hellstrom
Demetri Divaris (observer)
Andrew McFarlane
Patrick Jackson
Grant Caroline
Boyd Kane
Matthew Morris
Ralph Thomas
Lance Burger
Evelyn Osborne
Androniki Hiripis (Zim observer)
Emma Clarke
Cameron McCosh (Zim observer)
Cathy Aveirinos (observer)
Wendy Deary (observer)
Thomas Buamgartl (observer)
Kevin Foreman
De Wet Nel
Damien Botha
Perry Harrison-Hyde
Brian Hallock
Frances van Breda
Ashleigh Hellstrom
Sonja Stock (observer)
Megan v d Walt
Clara Holm
Sarah-Jane Deary


